
saints. Among the English 
Martyrs, whose feast day is 
tomorrow, we can find so 
many examples of courage 
and tenacity which inspire 
us. In this age of the inter-
net, it is so easy to access 
the life stories of these holy 
men, as well as the many 
lay people and religious 
who supported them, at 
the risk to their own life 
and welfare. As we cele-
brate the English Martyrs 
on Monday, let us pray for 
priests, to accept the call 
to holiness and to have 
courage in their ministry. I 
will be celebrating Mass at 
English Martyrs’ on Mon-
day, and will be praying for 
our parishioners to benefit 
from the example and 
prayers of our martyrs. 

On page 3 you will find the 
Pastoral Letter which the 
Archbishop has sent for this 
Sunday.  

Today is Good Shepherd 
Sunday, which always falls 
on the Fourth Sunday of 
Easter. It is the day when 
we pray to the Lord to 
send more workers into 
the harvest, and to give us 
the gift of more priests. It 
has been a joy of my priest-
hood to have had a part of 
a few others coming to the 
priesthood. This July 

should be the ordination of 
Rev Sean Gough, whom 
many of you have met and 
know. He will be ordained 
alongside Benedict, Alex 
and Clive. I ask you to pray 
for them as they approach 
the priesthood. And I ask 
you also to pray that the 
present restrictions will be 
eased in time for their or-
dination to take place, as it 
is scheduled, on 18th July. 
I’m hoping this takes place 
and that Sean will be able 
to come and celebrate 
Mass at English Martyrs’ 
on 26th July, at the church 
where his great uncle was 
Parish Priest.  

I’m sure you can all think 
of examples of priests 
whom you have met who 
have inspired you. Some of 
these might be priests who 
have been part of your own 
life story. We can all look 
to the holy priests who are 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St John Payne 

1532-1582 
John Payne was born in 
Peterborough. He was 
already mature when he 
went to the English Col-
lege in Douai in 1574. In 
1576, he was ordained 
priest, and left for England 
together with St Cuthbert 
Mayne, and headed to min-
ister to Catholics in Essex 
and London. He met and 

reconverted George God-
salf, who was a Catholic 
deacon but had become 
Protestant, and sent him to 
Douai to be a priest. Payne 
was arrested in Essex, but 
was released. After a visit 
to Douai, he returned to 
Essex with Fr Godsalf. 
Payne was arrested and 
condemned to death for 
treason, and was hanged 
drawn and quartered. 
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KEY CONTACTS 
Parish Priest 
Rev Fr Julian C Green 
Assistant Priest 
Rev Fr Prabhakar Pamisetty MF 
St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
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Parish Secretary 
Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: partnershipparishes 
@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

Prayer LINE 
Our Prayer group are not meeting at the moment, but they are still praying! If you have any intentions that you want to 
have others pray for, then please email your intentions to: prayersplease@yahoo.com This is a confidential prayer line, 

subject to normal safeguarding. 

Saturday Cecil Aston Wednesday 

Sunday People of the Parishes Thursday 

Tuesday Int Ann Wright Saturday 

A Private Mass (by the priest alone) will be offered for the following intentions this week 

Int Baby Erin Primrose 

Requiem Mass for Peter Butler RIP 

Zena 

Monday Int Winnie & Vincent Farrell Friday Thanksgiving (FK) 

LIve streamed mass & Resources 
Fr Julian is not live-streaming Mass. However, many 
priests are. These range from the Cathedral to local par-
ish churches. Have a look at what is available, to view 
Mass online: https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/
parishes-with-live-streams  You can also look in at the 
shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham who have a live-
stream for Mass and Devotions at https://
www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/  

By order of His Grace the Archbishop, all our churches are now closed to the public and parish-
ioners until further notice. 

Please join the private celebration of Mass by uniting your intentions to the offering of the Mass 
and making a Spiritual Communion. For your information, Mass is usually offered by Fr Julian 

at about 11am each morning at St Joseph’s, Goldenhill. Please unite your intentions to these cel-
ebrations, even though you cannot be present. 

No Baptisms or Marriages may be celebrated during this time. These will be postponed until af-
ter restrictions are lifted.  

The other Sacraments (Anointing of the Sick, Last Holy Communion, Confession, Baptism) are 
only being celebrated in danger of death. Please contact Fr Julian in the case of an emergency. If 

there is no answer by phone please email Fr Julian on fr.julian.green@rcaob.org.uk 
Funerals are not being celebrated in church, but only graveside or crematorium services for im-
mediate family are being offered. Requiem Mass is offered on the day of the funeral by the priest 

alone. A Funeral Mass at a later time after restrictions are lifted will be able to be arranged. 
Mass can still be offered for any intentions. Either place the Mass offering in an envelope, writ-
ing the intention on the outside of the envelope and clearly marking it ‘Mass Offering’, and post 
it through the Presbytery door at St Joseph’s, or email Fr Julian to arrange and give the offering 
later (use above email address).  The same can be done for Sanctuary Lamps. Please mark enve-

lopes ‘Sanctuary Lamp’ and preferred church. Or email and give donation later. 
We still rely on your offertory! But please keep hold of your offertory envelopes or money and 

let us have it when we return to church. Don’t worry about getting it to us now. If you can 
please set up a Standing Order or give online (See opposite) 

Fr Julian is using the time to speak to parishioners by telephone. If you or anyone you know 
would like to receive a telephone call, please let Fr Julian know, preferably by email. There will 

be no Parish Priest’s Open House until further notice. 

PARTNERSHIP OF PARISHES ON 
YOUTUBE! 

Fr Julian (and a few guests) are doing Daily reflections, 
Mass homilies and devotional content online, and a video 
aimed at children once a week.  To access the Partner-
ship of Parishes YouTube channel, please search 
YouTube for ‘Our Lady of Grace Parishes’ or use this 
link https://tinyurl.com/wqtqx76 
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Biddulph foodbank update 
We have had an increase in peo-
ple coming for help from the 
foodbank. Please continue to 
give your food items at Sains-
bury’s in Bidduph, or outside St 
Lawrence’s church door 9am to 
5pm any day. If you know any-

one who needs help, and they cannot access any other 
voucher issuer, they can contact Fr Julian by email. If 
anyone has a voucher, they can post it in the Church  
letterbox (around the back side of the meeting room, not 
the former presbytery) before Thursday evening. Food 
will then be delivered by volunteers on Friday. 

PASTORAL LETTER 
His Grace the Archbishop has written a Pastoral Letter for the Fourth Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday. Please 

change the size of the letter by zooming in if you find the size of the print too small to read. 



Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club  We are halting the weekly and 
monthly draws for the 200 Club for 
four months (begins again at the end 
of July). All contributions made will 
be held over. The Annual draw will 
be made at Christmas, and the 200 
Club will from now on be January to 
December each year.  

John 14:1-12 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust 
in God still, and trust in me. There are many rooms in my Father’s 
house; if there were not, I should have told you. I am going now to 
prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and prepared you a 
place, I shall return to take you with me; so that where I am you 
may be too. You know the way to the place where I am going.’ 
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how 
can we know the way?’ Jesus said: ‘I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. No one can come to the Father except through me. If you 
know me, you know my Father too. From this moment you know 
him and have seen him.’ Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and 
then we shall be satisfied.’ ‘Have I been with you all this time, Phil-
ip,’ said Jesus to him ‘and you still do not know me? ‘To have seen 
me is to have seen the Father, so how can you say, “Let us see the 
Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is 
in me? The words I say to you I do not speak as from myself: it is 
the Father, living in me, who is doing this work. You must believe 
me when I say  hat I am in the Father and the Father is in me; be-
lieve it on the evidence of this work, if for no other reason. I tell 
you most solemnly, whoever believes in me will perform the same 
works as I do myself, he will perform even greater works, because I 
am going to the Father.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: Kevin Potts 
St John’s: Anna Cippone 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedi-
cated. Minimum donation £5. 
Please see page 2 on how to re-
quest sanctuary lamp dedications 
while churches are closed. 

PARISH REGISTERS 
Deaths 
Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Peter Butler. Burial at 
Astbury cemetery on 7th May. 
And also for Kathleen Booth. Crema-
tion at Carmountside on 12th May. 
And also for Lisa Goldstraw. Crema-
tion at Carmountside on 13th May. 
And also for Mary Walker. Crema-
tion at Bradwell on 14th May. 
It is not possible to attend funeral services, 
as they are restricted to the closest family, 
but please pray for the souls of the dead. 

Requiescant in pace 

Hospital If you know someone in 
hospital, ask the nurses to call the 
Chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400.  

Fr Julian’s Camino is on hold. You 
can still donate to Teenage Cancer 
Trust at www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/frjuliancamino  

You can review Fr Julian’s progress 
so far at his Camino blog frjulians-

camino.blogspot.com 

KEY VERSE: "I am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life" (v.6). 
TO KNOW: When Judas went off to betray Jesus, 
he left the light and went out into the darkness 
(night, Jn 13:30). Then Jesus spoke to his disciples, 
preparing them for his departure from this world. 
Jesus consoled his grieving disciples and strength-
ened their faith in him. He insisted on the necessity 
of faith, telling them that if they believed in God, 
they should believe in him. He told them to have 
confidence in his promise that they would dwell 
eternally with him. Jesus was the way to God; he 
revealed the truth of God; and he gave them the 
abundant life of God. Jesus likened heaven to a man-
sion in which there were many rooms. He was go-
ing to prepare a place for his faithful disciples, and 
he would return to take them with him 
(the parousia = coming). As the Lord of the world, 
Jesus would continue to intercede on behalf of those 
who had faith in him. He would empower them to 
do even greater works in his name. 
TO LOVE: How can I show others the way, truth 
and life of Jesus' words? 
TO SERVE: Risen Lord, show me the way to the 
Father so that I may live eternally in his truth.  

supporting your  
parish financially at 

this time 
It would be a great help to the Parish-
es if parishioners would begin to pay 

their weekly/monthly collection 
money by Standing Order from your 
bank to ours. It means we can contin-
ue to receive your Collection through 
this time, but also in any case, means 
we avoid bank charges on paying in 

cash. To begin paying your contribu-
tion to the Parish by Standing Order 

please use the form here: https://
tinyurl.com/uqsttlr 

and deliver/post to St Joseph’s pres-
bytery. 

You can also now donate online! 
Please click on https://

www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/
support-our-work  and choose the par-

ish you wish to donate to. 

Biddulph & Packmoor 125 Club 
We will also be halting the 125 Club 
draws for four months, and will 
begin again at the beginning of July. 
All monies paid will be held over till 
the 125 club begins again.  


